
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
500 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1106 
E-mail: planning@scottcountyiowa.com 
Office: (563) 326-8643 Fax: (563) 326-8257 

Timothy Huey 
Director 

To: Dee F Bruemmer, County Administrator 

From: Timothy Huey, Planning Director 

Date: October 29, 2013 

Re: City of LeClaire's proposed Amendment to TIF District #1 

The City of LeClaire has notified Scott County of the proposed amendment to the City’s Urban 

Renewal Area #1 to use TIF income for three capital projects.  Attached is the information the 

City provided Scott County and my memo to the Scott County TIF Review Committee.  We are 

in the process of reviewing this proposal and have prepared a draft of a list of questions we are 

prepared to present to the City at the Opportunity to Consult meeting scheduled at LeClaire City 

Hall next Monday morning at 9 AM. 

I plan to attend that meeting and will report on it to you and the Board at the Committee of the 

Whole next Tuesday morning.  The County has seven days from the date of the Opportunity to 

Consult meeting to submit our recommendations to the City which then will hold a Public 

hearing on the proposal on November 18. 

I have also attached some of the recent letters of recommendation the County has sent in 

response to other recent amendments to LeClaire’s TIF plans. 
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To: Scott County TIF Review Committee 

Craig Hufford, Treasurer's Office 
Wes Rostenbach, Auditor's Office 

 
From: Timothy Huey, Planning & Development 
 
Date: October 28, 2013 
 
Re: City of LeClaire's proposed Amendment to TIF District #1. 
 
The City of LeClaire has notified Scott County of the proposed amendment to the City’s URA #1 
to use TIF income for three capital projects. 
 
The first is the City’s upgrade to its sewer system including a new lift station, new gravity fed 
sewer mains and new force main sewers.  The City states these improvements are necessary for 
the existing businesses and to promote new commercial and industrial development.  The notice 
states that the City’s use of TIF revenues will not exceed $3M.   
 
The second project listed is a sidewalk and curb replacement along Cody Road for an amount not 
to exceed $250K and the third is an 8th Street rehabilitation project for an amount not to exceed 
$300K.  No map of these projects or the current URA #1 was included with the notice. 
 
In previous years, before the City was required to notify the affected taxing entities, the City put 
in place a number of TIF plans to rebate the cost of subdivision infrastructure improvements to 
private developers.  The City has also used TIF proceeds to fund portions of its new City Hall 
and remodeling of its Public Library.  
 
Current requirements of the State law require the County and other affected taxing entities to be 
notified when areas are amended or expanded.   
 
I have attached the information received from the City with this notice.  I have also attached a 
draft of the questions I have prepared to submit to the City.  Do you have any thoughts on 
changes or additional questions? 
 
The meeting giving the affected taxing entities an opportunity to consult on this proposal is 
scheduled for Monday, November 4, 2013 at 9 AM at LeClaire City Hall. The Board of 
Supervisors has this on its COW agenda to discuss on Tuesday November 5.   
 
Xc: Dee F. Bruemmer, County Administrator 
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Questions for City of LeClaire on proposed Amendment to TIF District #1 

November, 2013. 
 
 
 
1. The amendment information does not include any map for area number 1, are the 

boundaries of the URA #1 to remain as amended in 2010?  Do you have a map that 
includes the three projects locations? 

 
2. What are the total budgets for the projects proposed to use TIF dollars in area number 1, 

are there other funding sources or are they totally financed with TIF income? 
 

3. What are the sources of increment for area number 1? 
 
4. Are there any proposed taxable improvements to be developed in this area as a result of 

this TIF?  
 

5. What are the other uses and budget for TIF dollars previously approved in this area? 
 

6. Are the pending State mandated changes in property taxes expected to have any impact 
on this or other TIF financed projects in the City of LeClaire? 
 

7. Does the fact that construction of the lift station has already been started impact the 
ability for the cost of this project to be included in this amendment? 
 

8. Was the construction of the portion of Eighth Street to be rehabilitated with this proposed 
TIF project originally paid for with previous TIF funding? 
 

9. Does this amendment again extend the timeframe of how long the City can continue to 
collect TIF revenue? 

 

















March 2, 2010 
 
Robert Scannell 
LeClaire City Council Members 
LeClaire City Hall 
425 North Third Street 
LeClaire, IA  52753 
 
RE:  City of LeClaire’s proposal to amend the Urban Renewal Plan for LeClaire’s 

Urban Renewal Area to allow the use of tax increment financing for the 
developing and equiping of Huckleberry Park. 

 
Dear Mayor Scannell and Council Members: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment of the 
Urban Renewal Plan for Urban Renewal Area in the City of LeClaire.  The Scott County 
Board of Supervisors has reviewed the information provided by your City Administrator 
Ed Choate. 
 
The Board of Supervisors has the following questions regarding the City’s proposal: 
 

1. What is the total proposed budget for the Huckleberry Park? 
2. What portion of that budget is proposed to be paid for with TIF? 
3. How many years have TIF payments already been collected from this 

district? 
4. How many additional years will the TIF District run with this proposal? 
5. How is this new park development determined to be urban renewal or 

economic development under the provisions of State Law for TIF 
Districts? 

 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors objects to the use of TIF tax dollars 
generated within this urban renewal area for a capital improvement project for the benefit 
of the citizens of LeClaire.  That is a capital project that should not be subsidized by the 
portion of the property tax levy assessed by Scott County but rather paid for by the 
citizens of LeClaire and from tax revenues generated by the City of LeClaire  The Board 
voiced its objections in 2003 when the City took action to combine two of its urban 
renewal areas into one to increase the amount of TIF payments available for the city hall 
project, as well as, adding time to the number of years these payments can be captured 
by the City. 
 
 The Board notes that State Law has been amended to no longer allow newly 
created urban renewal areas to extend time limits in the manner that is proposed with 
the city’s Urban Renewal Area #1.  The Board has concerns that this allows TIF 
payments to be captured beyond the initial maximum twenty year time frame.  This 
means that the County will not receive any property tax income from many of the new 
homes in LeClaire for possibly another fifteen or more years.  The County has therefore 
been forced to put the financial burden of providing County services to these residents 
for the last ten or more years on the other County residents both within and outside of 
LeClaire.  It now appears it will be forced to continue to shift that financial burden for 
many years to come. 
 



 The Scott County Board of Supervisors would recommend and appreciate if the 
City of LeClaire would consider amending the proposed Tax Increment Financing plan 
so that the portion of the property taxes generated by Scott County’s levy was paid to 
the County and not used to finance your new city park.  While the Board of Supervisors 
recognizes the City of LeClaire has no legal obligation to comply with our request, we 
hope in the spirit of intergovernmental cooperation the City Council would seriously 
consider this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Chris Gallin, Chair 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
cc:  Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 Ed Choate, LeClaire City Administrator 
 Dee F. Bruemmer, County Administrator 
 



June 27, 2005 
 
Mayor Vern Spring 
LeClaire City Council Members 
LeClaire City Hall 
425 North Third Street 
LeClaire, IA  52753 
 
RE:  City of LeClaire’s proposal to amend and expand an existing Tax Increment 

Financing District to include for an area designated for residential 
development. 

 
Dear Mayor Spring and Council Members: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment of the 
Urban Renewal Area #1 in the City of LeClaire.  The Scott County Board of Supervisors 
has reviewed the information provided by your City Administrator Ed Choate following 
the opportunity to consult meeting on Tuesday, June 21, 2005. 
 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors continues to have very serious concerns 
with the equity and wisdom of Tax Increment Financing proposals that rebate the 
maximum amount of increment in property taxes allowed to a private for-profit developer.  
The Board believes that the cost of private residential development should be paid for 
with the investment of private funds and not public tax dollars.  With this proposal the 
City is diverting County tax dollars that will be paid by these new residences into a 
private developers pocket.  This will put the burden of paying for the County services 
provided to the residents in these newly developed areas on the existing property 
taxpayers of the County. 
 
 The Board opposes the use of tax increment generated funds in the manner 
proposed by the City of LeClaire.  The proposal is inappropriate and not within the 
legislative intent that the use of tax increment financing be limited to redeveloping and 
revitalizing blighted areas or to attracting new or expanded industrial development. 
 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors would recommend and appreciate if the 
City of LeClaire would consider amending the proposed Tax Increment Financing plan 
so that the portion of the property taxes generated by Scott County’s levy was paid to 
the County and not rebated to the developer.  While the Board of Supervisors 
recognizes the City of LeClaire has no legal obligation to comply with our request, we 
hope in the spirit of intergovernmental cooperation the City Council would seriously 
consider this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Larry Minard, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc:  Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 Ed Choate, LeClaire City Administrator 
 C. Ray Wierson, Scott County Administrator 



June 22, 2004 
 
Mayor Vern Spring 
LeClaire City Council Members 
LeClaire City Hall 
425 North Third Street 
LeClaire, IA  52753 
 
RE:  City of LeClaire’s proposal to amend the Urban Renewal Plan for LeClaire’s Urban 

Renewal Area #1 to allow the use of tax increment financing for the construction of a new 
city hall. 

 
Dear Mayor Spring and Council Members: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment of the Urban Renewal 
Plan for Urban Renewal Area #1 in the City of LeClaire.  The Scott County Board of Supervisors has 
reviewed the information provided by your City Administrator Ed Choate following the opportunity to 
consult meeting on Monday, June 21, 2004. 
 
The Board of Supervisors has the following questions regarding the City’s proposal: 
 

1. What is the total proposed budget for the City Hall? 
2. What portion of that budget is proposed to be paid for with TIF? 
3. How many years have TIF payments already been collected from this district? 
4. How many additional years will the TIF District run with this proposal? 
5. How is the new City hall determined to be urban renewal or economic development 

under the provisions of State Law for TIF Districts? 
 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors objects to the use of TIF tax dollars generated within 
this urban renewal area for a capital improvement project exclusively for the benefit of the citizens of 
LeClaire.  The Board also understands that the City recently took action to combine two of its urban 
renewal areas into one to increase the amount of TIF payments available for the proposed city hall 
project, as well as, adding time to the number of years these payments can be captured by the City. 
 
 The Board notes that State Law has been amended to no longer allow newly created urban 
renewal areas to extend time limits in the manner that is proposed with the city’s Urban Renewal Area 
#1.  The Board has concerns that this allows TIF payments to be captured beyond the initial maximum 
twenty year time frame.  This means that the County will not receive any property tax income from 
many of the new homes in LeClaire for possibly another fifteen or more years.  The County has 
therefore been forced to put the financial burden of providing County services to these residents for the 
last ten or more years on the other County residents both within and outside of LeClaire.  It now 
appears it will be forced to continue to shift that financial burden for many years to come. 
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Page Two 
Letter to City of LeClaire 
June 22, 2004 
 
 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors would recommend and appreciate if the City of LeClaire 
would consider amending the proposed Tax Increment Financing plan so that the portion of the 
property taxes generated by Scott County’s levy was paid to the County and not used to finance your 
new city hall.  While the Board of Supervisors recognizes the City of LeClaire has no legal obligation to 
comply with our request, we hope in the spirit of intergovernmental cooperation the City Council would 
seriously consider this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carol Schaefer, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
cc:  Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 Ed Choate, LeClaire City Administrator 
 C. Ray Wierson, Scott County Administrator 



April 23, 2004 
Mayor Vern Spring 
LeClaire City Council Members 
LeClaire City Hall 
425 North Third Street 
LeClaire, IA  52753 
 
RE:  City of LeClaire’s proposal to amend and expand an existing Tax Increment Financing 

District to include for an area designated for residential development. 
 
Dear Mayor Spring and Council Members: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment of the Urban Renewal 
Area #1 in the City of LeClaire.  The Scott County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the information 
provided by your City Administrator Ed Choate following the opportunity to consult meeting on Friday, 
April 16, 2004. 
 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors has very serious concerns with the equity and wisdom 
of this proposal that will rebate the maximum amount of increment in property taxes allowed to a private 
for-profit developer.  The Board believes that the cost of private residential development should be paid 
for with the investment of private funds and not public tax dollars.  With this proposal the City is 
diverting County tax dollars that will be paid by these new residences into a private developers pocket.  
This will put the burden of paying for the County services provided to these newly developed areas on 
the existing property taxpayers of the County. 
 
 The Board opposes the use of tax increment generated funds in the manner proposed by the 
City of LeClaire.  The proposal is inappropriate and not within the legislative intent that the use of tax 
increment financing be limited to redeveloping and revitalizing blighted areas or to attracting new or 
expanded industrial development. 
 
 The Scott County Board of Supervisors would recommend and appreciate if the City of LeClaire 
would consider amending the proposed Tax Increment Financing plan so that the portion of the 
property taxes generated by Scott County’s levy was paid to the County and not rebated to the 
developer.  While the Board of Supervisors recognizes the City of LeClaire has no legal obligation to 
comply with our request, we hope in the spirit of intergovernmental cooperation the City Council would 
seriously consider this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Carol Schaefer, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc:  Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 Ed Choate, LeClaire City Administrator 
 C. Ray Wierson, Scott County Administrator 
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