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To: Scott County Board of Supervisors 

From: TIF Review Committee 

Date: April 15, 2014 

Re: Opportunity to Consult on proposed expansion of City of Walcott’s Urban Renewal 

Area to accommodate three proposed TIF projects. 

The City of Walcott has notified Scott County of an Opportunity to Consult on the proposed 

expansion of its Urban Renewal Area and the creation of three TIF projects within the City’s 

expanded URA. 

The TIF Review Committee has review the proposed information submitted by the City of 

Walcott and has a number of concerns.  The information received from the City is attached.  

In reviewing the information from the City they are proposing the following: 

First, the City proposes to use up to $600K of TIF financing for Main Street improvements that 

include sidewalks, stormwater drainage, decorative street lighting, internet infrastructure, and 

other utility improvements.  There does not appear to be any direct economic development 

benefits generated as a result of these improvements that would merit the County supporting this 

use of TIF. 

Second, the City proposes the rebate of up to $50K of TIF revenue for the construction of a 60’ 

X 240’ Morton storage building by Iowa 80 Truckstop.  Again there does not appear to be 

sufficient economic development benefit or any primary jobs creation to merit the use of TIF 

incentives by the City. 

Finally the City proposes to fund a portion of the $1.5M capital budget for the construction of a 

new city hall and police station.  It does not set any limit on the amount of this project that could 

or would be funded with TIF.  The County has repeatedly advised both the City of Walcott and 

other cities that they have other mechanisms that are available to them and that are more 

appropriate methods to fund municipal capital improvements.  By using TIF financing, which 

includes a portion generated from the County’s levy, to fund such improvement in effect 

captures tax income that should be available for funding services provided to the County as 

whole for the exclusive benefit of Walcott residents.  We have expressed the County’s objections 

to such City proposals in the past and have asked that the City consider passing the County’s 

levy generated portion of the TIF on directly to the County.  No city has ever complied with such

a request.  
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