
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
600 West Fourth Street  
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1003 

Office:  (563) 326-8702 
Fax: (563) 328-3285 
www.scottcountyiowa.com 

September 3, 2014 

TO:  Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Dee F. Bruemmer 
RE: Tax Abatement:  MT Moriah – Jehovah Jireh COGIC parcel D0060-05D 

Presbytery of Eastern Iowa owned the church on 2501 East Pleasant as one parcel in 
Davenport until it sold in 2013.  In 2013 the property was split and the portion with the 
church was sold on contract to Mt. Moriah – Jehovah Jireh COGIC.  The second property 
that was split remained with Presbytery.  The property was exempt when it was one parcel 
owned by Presbytery.  When the property was split both parcels were reclassified as 
commercial.  The MT Moriah property is assessed at $335,100. 

Because the original parcel was exempt there were no property taxes to pay in September 
of 2013 or March of 2014.  Because of the reclassification there is a tax bill for the January 
2013 taxes due this fall and next spring.  MT Moriah was unaware of the change in 
classification until they received this fall’s tax statement.  While the April 15, 2013 
assessment roll for the City of Davenport had the property listed as commercial and had an 
assessed value there is not a reference to taxes.  This correspondence to the church did 
not communicate that an error may have been made when the property was split for the 
sale. 

The Board of Supervisor’s policy for tax abatement on exempt properties covers property 
that goes from taxable to non-taxable.  It states that the responsibility for taxes should be 
determined at closing and apportioned to the parties that are selling and buying.  The 
classification change in this case is the opposite and is clearly in error.  The property 
should have remained exempt and no taxes should be due from the church.  To correct the 
error the Board will need to take two actions, first, to abate the taxes as recommended by 
the County Treasurer for tax year 2013 (request is attached) and second, to abate the 
taxes under Iowa Code Section 427.3 for 2014.  The church has timely filed for exemption 
with the City Assessor for the 2015 tax year. 

If the Board concurs with my recommendation to abate the taxes then a combined 
resolution with the Treasurer’s recommendation will be ready for Board approval. 

cc: City Assessor 
County Treasurer 

     County Auditor 
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  THE COUNTY AUDITOR'S SIGNATURE CERTIFIES THAT  
  THIS RESOLUTION HAS BEEN FORMALLY APPROVED BY  
  THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ON                                . 
                                                                                   DATE 
 
  ______________________________________ 
  SCOTT COUNTY AUDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

SCOTT COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

September 11, 2014 

 
APPROVAL OF THE ABATEMENT OF DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH IOWA CODE CHAPTERS 445.16 AND 427.3 

 

        BE IT RESOLVED by the Scott County Board of Supervisors as follows: 

 
Section 1. Iowa Code Chapter 445.16 states that if the County Treasurer makes a recommendation 

to the Board of Supervisors to abate taxes the collection of which is determined to be 
impractical, the Board of Supervisors shall abate the tax interest and costs.  

 
Section 2.  The County Treasurer is hereby directed to strike the balance of the following Parcel. 
 

Parcel 
Deed Owner/ 

Contract Buyer 
Period 

Delinquent Current Tax 

D0060-05D 
Mt. Moriah- Jehovah Jireh 

COGIC 2013 $  12,772.00 
 
 

Section 3. That taxes due for January 1, 2014 tax period are abated in accordance with Iowa 

Code Section 427.3 for Parcel D0060-05D. 

 

Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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