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To: Dee F. Bruemmer, County Administrator 

From: Timothy Huey, Planning Director 

Date: July 7, 2015 

Re: County review and public hearing on the Construction Permit Application of 

Sievers Family Farms, LLC in the S½NE¼ Section 32, T80N, R1E (Liberty 

Township) for the expansion of a confined animal feeding operation (cattle) located 

at 26618 20
th

 Avenue.

On June 23
rd

 the above referenced application was submitted to the Iowa DNR.  Normally, Scott

County has 30 days from that date to submit comments and a recommendation on that 

application.  However, in order to publish and conduct a public hearing and have the Board of 

Supervisors act on a recommendation at its following meeting, staff requested a seven (7) day 

extension until July 31
st
 to submit its review to the Iowa DNR.  Sievers Farms did not object to

that extension and the IDNR approved it.  Notice of the receipt of this application has been 

published as required by the State regulations.  A public hearing was also set for the Board 

meeting on July 16
th

 to take comments from the public.

In 2010, a previous State construction permit application was approved for the construction of a 

4,888 head cattle confinement operation at this location that required compliance with the 

standards of the Master Matrix.  The separation distances for an operation of the size proposed 

required that any residence, business, church or school in an unincorporated area be no closer 

than 2,500 feet to the proposed site.  There were two residences within 2,500 feet of the site but 

both property owners had signed waivers of separation distance agreements with Sievers Family 

Farms.  There were no businesses, or schools within a mile of the site.  The city limits of New 

Liberty are about 1½ miles to the northwest. 

Only half of the capacity approved in 2010 was constructed.  This current request is to re-

approve the original capacity and also to add two (2) earthen manure storage basins on the site.   

Staff will accompany the IDNR inspector from the Washington, Iowa district office when that 

inspection is scheduled.  Staff will report on that inspection at the Committee of the Whole 

meeting on Tuesday July 28
th

.  Staff will also be ready to make a recommendation following that

inspection and the public hearing at the same COW which will allows the Board consideration of 

a resolution acting on this application at the July 30
th

 Board meeting and submittal to the IDNR

on the 31
st
.
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PUBLIC NOTICE TO ALLOW FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT ON AN 
APPLICATION FOR A STATE CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 

 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING   
ANIMAL CONFINEMENT FEEDING OPERATION 

 
The Scott County Board of Supervisors have on file an application for a State construction 
permit that has been submitted to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for the construction 
of an expansion of the existing animal (cattle) confinement feeding operation in Scott County. 
 
Name of Applicant:  Sievers Family Farms LLC 
Address   26618 20th Avenue 
    Stockton, Iowa 52769 
 
Location of operation   S½NE¼ Section 32, T80N, R1E (Liberty Township) 
 
Description of application The existing confined animal feeding operation (cattle) has a 

capacity of 2,444 animal unit (AU).  The proposed expansion will 
increase the capacity by an additional 2,444 animal unit (AU) for a 
total capacity of 4,888 animal units (AU). The proposal includes 
the construction of two (2) 90 foot by 640 foot buildings with a 12 
foot wide slatted floor and 2 foot deep pits with each building 
having a capacity of 1,222 head.  There will also be three concrete 
reception pits, a concrete storage bunker and two earthen manure 
storage basins.    

 
Examination: The application is on file with the Scott County Planning and 

Development Department located at 500 West 4th Street, 
Davenport, Iowa and is available for review by the public during 
normal working hours 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday. 

 
Comments: Written, faxed or emailed comments for the Board of Supervisors 

may be delivered or sent to the Scott County Planning and 
Development Department until Thursday, July 16, 2015 at 4:30 
PM.  All comments will be forwarded to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources.  The fax number for Planning and 
Development is 563-326-8257 and the email address 
is planning@scottcountyiowa.com 

 
Additional Information: Timothy Huey, Planning Director 
 500 West 4th Street 
 Davenport, Iowa 52801 
 563-326-8643 

mailto:planning@scottcountyiowa.com






























































Differences between 2010 Matrix and 2015 Matrix 

Site Characteristics 2010 Permit 
Points: 

Air-Water-Community 
(Total) 

2015 Permit Application 
Points: 

Air-Water-Community 
(Total) 

#4 Additional separation 
distance, above 500' minimum, 
to closest water source 
 

501 to 750 feet 0.00-0.00-10.00 
(10.00) 250 to 500 feet 0.00-0.00-5.00 

(5.00) 

#7 Two times the minimum 
required separation distance 
from all private and public water 
wells 

2x the 
minimum 
distance 

0.00-24.00-6.00 
(30.00) No points taken 0.00-0.00-0.00 

(0.00) 

#17 Proposed manure storage 
structure is formed 

Use of formed 
structure 

0.00-27.00-3.00 
(30.00) No points taken 0.00-0.00-0.00 

(0.00) 
#22 Confinement site can claim 
Homestead Tax Exemption or 
permit applicant is closest 
resident to proposed structure 

No points taken 0.00-0.00-0.00 
(0.00) Points taken 0.00-0.00-25.00 

(25.00) 

#26c Use of methane digester to 
generate energy from manure 
and manure is injected or 
incorporated on the same date it 
is land-applied under the MMP 

No points taken 0.00-0.00-0.00 
(0.00) Points taken 12.00-12.00-6.00 

(30.00) 
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