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RECOGNITION OF FEBRUARY 3, 2016 AS IOWA PUPPY MILL AWARENESS DAY

WHEREAS, lowa’'s proud agricultural heritage has ingrained a tradition of
responsible stewardship of the animals in our care; and

WHEREAS, the worldwide use of dogs as service animals for the handicapped or
visually impaired, as vital partners in search-and-rescue efforts, for law-
enforcement and military duty, for medical and therapeutic solutions, and other
noble roles serves as testimony to the intelligence, devotion, and value of these
animals and to the respectful treatment they deserve; and

WHEREAS, these traditions have been compromised in our state by more than
200 large-scale commercial dog-breeding operations, approximately half of which
are cited annually for violations to the federal Animal Welfare Act; and

WHEREAS, tolerating the inhumane treatment of adult breeding dogs and the
sale of often unhealthy or genetically compromised puppies to consumers in
lowa and other states constitutes an abdication of the responsibilities of good
citizenship; and

WHEREAS, greater transparency within and oversite of this industry will likely
yield greater professionalism and better outcomes for dogs, responsible dog
breeders, consumers, and for lowa’s standing among our fellow citizens;

BE IT RESOLVED BY the Scott County Board of Supervisors as follows:

Section 1. That the Board of Supervisors does hereby proclaim February 3,
2016 as lowa Puppy Mill Awareness Day in Scott County;

Section 2. That the Board of Supervisors encourages its citizens to support
efforts to promote responsible dog breeding;

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
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