
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
500 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1106 
E-mail: planning@scottcountyiowa.com 
Office: (563) 326-8643 Fax: (563) 326-8257 

Timothy Huey 
Director 

To: Mahesh Sharma, County Administrator 

From: Scott County TIF Review Committee 

Date: October 26, 2016 

Re: City of Davenport's proposed amendment to the City’s North Urban Renewal Area 
Plan to allow the reimbursement to the City’s General Fund for Economic Development 
Staff costs and other related activities. 

The City of Davenport has notified Scott County of a proposed amendment to North Urban 
Renewal Area Plan to allow the reimbursement of $275,000 to the City’s General Fund for 
Economic Development staff costs and other economic development related activities.  The City 
has done this for a number of years but only recently notified the County of the practice on at 
least two previous occasions.  The Board has consistently objected to the use of TIF for such 
reimbursement.  In our letters to the City we have stated: 

“The Board has not supported the use of “Internal TIFs” to fund city staff positions as stated in 
this plan amendment. City staff costs are a City expense. Funding these costs through the 
diversion of property tax revenue means that County tax payers and the other taxing entities are 
subsidizing what is unarguably a City expense.” 

The Committee has drafted a letter that includes this same language for the Board’s 
consideration at the COW.  The information provided by the City is also included.   
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November 1, 2016 
 
Mayor Frank Klipsch 
Davenport City Council Members     
Davenport City Hall 
226 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa  52801 
 
RE: City of Davenport's proposed amendment to the City’s North Urban Renewal Area Plan to 

allow the reimbursement to the City’s General Fund for Economic Development Staff costs and 
other related activities. 

 
Dear Mayor Klipsch and Council Members: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment of the North Urban Renewal 
Area Plan to allow the reimbursement of $275,000 to the City’s General Fund for Economic Development 
Staff costs and other related activities.  Ever since the City first notified the County on previous occasions of 
the use of TIF funding for economic development staff costs, the Board of Supervisors has consistently 
expressed its objection.  
 
Even though the Scott County Board of Supervisors has supported the use of TIF as an economic 
development incentive for the creation of quality, primary jobs that are deemed to add real value to the 
Quad Cities economy and provide new employment opportunities,  the Board has not supported the use 
of “Internal TIFs” to fund city staff positions as stated in this plan amendment.  City staff costs are a 
City expense. Funding these costs through the diversion of property tax revenue means that County tax 
payers and the other taxing entities are subsidizing what is unarguably a City expense. 

Scott County would like to continue the spirit of cooperation with the City of Davenport on economic 
development projects and we look forward to working with you in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Hancock, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
xc: Corri Spiegel, Davenport City Administrator;  

Mahesh Sharma, Scott County Administrator 
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