
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
500 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1106 
E-mail: planning@scottcountyiowa.com 
Office: (563) 326-8643 Fax: (563) 326-8257 

Timothy Huey 
Director 

To: Mahesh Sharma, County Administrator 

From: Timothy Huey, Planning & Development 

Date: June 22, 2017 

Re: City of Eldridge's proposed Amendment #3 to the city’s Urban Renewal Area Plan. 

The City of Eldridge has notified Scott County of the proposed amendment to the City’s URA to 

use TIF income for an economic development incentive for the Lewis Machine and Tool 

manufacturing facility and capital projects related to the upgrading of road and intersection 

improvements to First Street and LeClaire Road and the City’s 2 mile rails to trails project.  The 

total estimated budget for the Lewis project is $7M and the creation of 50 jobs with a proposed 

TIF rebate of $1.5M over 20 years.  The intersection and road project would be approximately 

$4.1M with TIF funding of $2.1M of that total budget.  The rails to trails project would be 

approximately $1.5M with TIF funding of $815K of that total budget. 

In 2016 the City amended this URA to allow TIF financing of an upgrade to the City’s sewer 

system in addition to more treatment capacity of the wastewater plant also includes a new lift 

station, new gravity fed sewer mains and new force main sewers.  The City stated, at that time, 

the improvements are required by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and in order to 

accommodate future residential, commercial and industrial development.   

In 2012, the City combined its two Urban Renewal Areas into one unified district and proposed 

to expand the uses of TIF within the URA.  I have attached the letter the Board sent to the City 

following notice of both those amendments. 

I was not able to attend the meeting giving the affected taxing entities an opportunity to consult 

on this proposal this morning.  However John Dowd did respond to my inquiry for additional 

information.  I will discuss this proposal with our TIF Review Committee in order to make a 

recommendation on a draft letter from the Board at the Committee of the Whole meeting next 

Tuesday. 

Xc: TIF Review Committee 
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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
600 West Fourth Street  
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1003 

Office:  (563) 326-8702 

Fax: (563) 328-3285 

www.scottcountyiowa.com 

May 8, 2012 

Mayor Marty O’ Boyle 
Eldridge City Council Members 
Eldridge City Hall 
305 North Third Street 
Eldridge, Iowa 52748 

RE: City of Eldridge's proposal to amend the Eldridge Urban Renewal Area to 
combine and expand the two existing areas into the Eldridge Unified Urban 
Renewal Area and expand the uses TIF dollars for municipal capital 
improvements. 

Dear Mayor O’Boyle and Council Members: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment to combine the 
two existing Urban Renewal Areas in the City of Eldridge into one area.  The Scott 
County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the responses to our questions previously 
submitted in the letter from City Administrator John Dowd dated May 3, 2012. 

The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of tax increment financing to be limited to 
redeveloping and revitalizing blighted areas with a history of declining property values or 
for attracting new or expanded industrial development.  The Board supports the use of 
tax increment financing as an incentive for the retention and creation of primary jobs. 
The Board recommends that all tax increment financing be for the minimum dollar 
amount to make any project feasible and also be of the shortest possible duration. 

Even though sidewalks, bike trails and park amenities may be important components to 
any community’s quality of life the Board does not believe that they qualify to be 
considered “economic development” as intended by State law.  Furthermore the City’s 
determination that using TIF financing to fund a new city hall and police department can 
also considered economic development would similarly stretch the intent of allowable 
uses of TIF dollars.  By these rationales there would appear to be no expenditure of the 
city budget that would not be able to be considered economic development since 
hopefully all aspects of the City’s budget benefits the community. 

The Board would encourage the City of Eldridge to limit its use of TIF dollars for 
reversing blight or as an incentive for direct benefits to the local economy and not for 
capital improvements for public infrastructure that should be borne by the residents and 
City of Eldridge and not supported with revenue generated by the County’s property tax  
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levy.  While the Board of Supervisors recognizes the City of Eldridge has no legal 
obligation to comply with our request, we hope in the spirit of intergovernmental 
cooperation the City Council would seriously consider this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tom Sunderbruch, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 
cc: Scott County Board of Supervisors 
 North Scott School District Board 

Jeff Schwiebert, North Scott School District Superintendent 
John Dowd, Eldridge City Administrator 
Dee F. Bruemmer, Scott County Administrator 

 
 

 
 



October 18, 2016 

Mayor Marty O’ Boyle 
Eldridge City Council Members 
Eldridge City Hall 
305 North Third Street 
Eldridge, Iowa 52748 

RE: City of Eldridge's proposed Amendment #2 to the city’s Urban Renewal Area Plan to use TIF 
income for capital projects related to the upgrading and expansion of the City’s wastewater 
treatment facilities and other possible city capital projects. 

Dear Mayor O’Boyle and Council Members: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendment #2 to the City of Eldridge’s Unified Urban 
Renewal Plan.  The Scott County Board of Supervisors has reviewed the materials submitted by City 
Administrator John Dowd. 

On two previous occasions, March, 2000 and May, 2012, when the City was required to give the Board an 
Opportunity to Consult on amendments to the City’s Urban Renewal Areas and Plans the Board has stated that it 
encourages the use of tax increment financing to be limited to redeveloping and revitalizing blighted areas with a 
history of declining property values or for attracting new or expanded industrial development.  The Board has 
consistently supported the use of tax increment financing as an incentive for the retention and creation of primary 
jobs.  The Board has also always recommended that all tax increment financing be for the minimum dollar amount 
to make any project feasible and also be of the shortest possible duration. 

In this case, it is the Board’s understanding that the City’s upgrade to its sewer system has a total estimated 
budget of approximately $15M with Tax Increment Financing funding approximately $9.6M of that total budget.  
The Board would note that a portion of those TIF funds are generated by the County’s tax levy and should be 
used in accordance with TIF projects cited above or if not returned to the County to be deposited in the County’s 
General Fund for the benefit of all County residents. 

On the two previous occasions the Board commented, the Board of Supervisors has encouraged the City of 
Eldridge to limit its use of TIF dollars for reversing blight or as an incentive for direct benefits to the local economy 
and not for capital improvements for public infrastructure that should be borne by the residents and City of 
Eldridge and not supported with revenue generated by the County’s property tax levy.  While the Board of 
Supervisors recognizes the City of Eldridge has no legal obligation to comply with our request, we hope in the 
spirit of intergovernmental cooperation the City Council would seriously consider this request. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Hancock, Chairman 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 

cc: Scott County Board of Supervisors 
North Scott School District Board 
Joe Stutting, North Scott School District Superintendent 
John Dowd, Eldridge City Administrator 
Mahesh Sharma, Scott County Administrator 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
600 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1030 

Office: (563) 326-8749 
E-Mail:  board@scottcountyiowa.com 

JIM HANCOCK, Chair 
CAROL EARNHARDT, Vice-Chair 
DIANE HOLST 
BRINSON L. KINZER 
TOM SUNDERBRUCH  
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