
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
500 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1106 
Office: (563) 326-8643 Fax: (563) 326-8257 
Email:  planning@scottcountyiowa.com 

Timothy Huey, 
Director 

To: Mahesh Sharma, County Administrator 

From: Timothy Huey, Planning Director 

Date: July 16, 2019 

Re: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 90-Day Appeal Period for Proposed 
Revisions to the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Scott County  

On June 28, 2019, the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) provided Scott County with notice that the 90-day appeal period for the revised 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) of Unincorporated Scott County. The proposed flood hazard 
determinations included in the FIRM, once finalized, will become the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that Scott County must adopt to remain qualified for participation in the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). 

On October 5, 2018, FEMA provided Scott County with Preliminary copies of the revised FIRM 
and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Scott County. FEMA has posted digital copies of 
these revised FIRM and FIS report materials to the following website: 
http://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata.  The Preliminary revised FIRM and FIS 
report include proposed flood hazard information for certain locations in the Unincorporated 
Areas of Scott County, Iowa. The proposed flood hazard information may include addition or 
modification of Special Flood Hazard Areas, the areas that would be inundated by the base (1-
percent-annual-chance) flood; base flood elevations or depths; zone designations; or regulatory 
floodways.  

FEMA has published a notice of the proposed flood hazard determinations in the Federal 
Register and published a public notification concerning the appeal process (explained below) in 
the North Scott Press on July 3, 2019, and July 10, 2019. FEMA also published a separate notice 
of flood hazard determinations on the “Flood Hazard Determinations on the Web” portion of the 
FEMA Website (www.fema.gov/plan/prevent /fhm/bfe).   

The 90-day appeal period started on July 10th and ends on October 8th. During this period any 
owner or lessee of real property in Scott County who believes his or her property rights will be 
adversely affected by the proposed FIRM update may appeal to Scott County, through the 
Planning and Development Department. The sole basis for such appeals is possession of 
knowledge or technical information indicating that the proposed flood hazard determinations are 
incorrect. Section 110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-234) sets the 
90-day period of appeals and provides an explicit process of notification and appeals for flood
hazard determinations.
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This is the fifth iteration of a FEMA FIRM update Scott County has gone through since 1978. 
Included as enclosures are the Scott County Adopted (Current) Flood Hazard Map, the Scott 
County Preliminary (Proposed) Flood Hazard Map, an overlay comparison of both maps, one 
landowner notification letter example, and a copy of the FEMA notice. 
 
The Planning and Development Department with assistance from the GIS Department plan to 
hold an open house style public informational session to answer questions regarding Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) and flood insurance requirements. In addition, affected property 
owners who have been identified will receive a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Proposed 
Changes Map and letter (exampled included as enclosure). After the appeal process and the 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) is finalized by FEMA, the new map will need to go the 
Planning and Zoning Commission for recommendation and then Board of Supervisors for action 
as a Zoning Amendment to Scott County’s Flood Zoning Overlay District.  
 



















































Preliminary vs Effective
Flood Insurance Rate Map

Effective

Preliminary
A (0.1% Annual Flood Hazard - No BFE)
AE (0.1% Annual Flood Hazard - BFE)
0.2 Percent Annual Flood Hazard
Area Not Included

A,  
AE,  
AE, FLOODWAY
AREA NOT INCLUDED,  
X, 0.2 PCT ANNUAL CHANCE FLOOD HAZARD
X, AREA WITH REDUCED FLOOD RISK DUE TO LEVEE



Effective Flood Insurance Rate Map

Effective Flood Zone
A,  
AE,  
AE, FLOODWAY
AREA NOT INCLUDED,  
X, 0.2 PCT ANNUAL CHANCE FLOOD HAZARD
X, AREA WITH REDUCED FLOOD RISK DUE TO LEVEE



Flood Insurance Rate Map Changes 

FIRM A or AE Zones
Effective
Preliminary



Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map

Preliminary Flood Zone
A (0.1% Annual Flood Hazard - No BFE)
AE (0.1% Annual Flood Hazard - BFE)
0.2 Percent Annual Flood Hazard
Area Not Included
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