
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
600 West Fourth Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801-1106 
E-mail: planning@scottcountyiowa.com
Office: (563) 326-8643 Fax: (563) 326-8257 

Timothy Huey 
Director 

To: Mahesh Sharma, County Administrator 

From: Timothy Huey, Planning Director 

Date: July 13, 2020 

Re: Approval of authorization for the Board Chair to sign Environmental Covenants for 

the County Tax Deed property known as North Pine Service located at 6630 

Northwest Boulevard in the City of Davenport 

The County took a tax deed to the North Pine Service property in June of 1996.  At that time it 

was listed by the Iowa DNR as Leaking Underground Storage Tank Site #8LTD26 and classified 

as a High Risk site.  Planning and Development has administered the monitoring, remediation 

and clean-up efforts of the site since the County took the tax deed.  All the costs associated with 

this clean up and monitoring have been paid through the State Underground Storage Tank Board.  

Remedial costs for such site, when owned by a unit of local government, are 100% funded 

through the Iowa Underground Storage Tank Fund with a maximum allowable total expenditure 

for this site of $1,000,000.00.  To date $410,442.99 has been spent and reimbursed, which 

includes the costs of the annual Site Monitoring Reports which has totaled $57,740.77. 

Currently Seneca Environmental Services is the firm working for the County to monitor the site 

and has managed all the projects to clean up the site.  In November, 2011 the Underground 

Storage Tank Section of Iowa DNR approved reclassification of the site to Low Risk.  Since that 

time Seneca has continued to seek a No Further Action Required classification of the site.  The 

plume of hydrocarbons from the leaking tanks, even though abating has expanded under many of 

the surrounding properties.  Seneca has obtained approval from all the surrounding property 

owners affected by the plume for restrictive environmental covenants to be filed on their 

properties to prohibit the installation of any water wells on their property.  Seneca has requested 

that Scott County file similar covenants against the North Pine Service property.  Hopefully this 

will be the final step to obtain the No Further Action Required classification of the site from the 

Iowa DNR. 

Staff recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve a resolution authorizing the Chair to 

sign such environmental covenants for this Tax Deed property, the former North Pine Service 

Station. 
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North Pine Service Station 
 

Background 

1953  Station built with two 4,000 gal. gas storage tank, one 6,000 gal. gas storage tank, and 

one 500 gal. waste oil underground storage tank (UST) installed. 

 

1990 Release of gas discovered and reported to Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

 

Feb. 1992 Well pit explosion occurs.  Likely caused by petroleum vapor in the well pit being set 

off by electrical equip. 

 

Mar. 1992 Site Clean-up report (SCR) completed by Seneca Environmental Services resulting in 

High Risk classification of site. 

 

April 1992 Copper water lines installed from main to site, ice cream shop, and dance studio. 

 

1992 Owner declares bankruptcy 

 

1996 Scott County takes Tax Deed to the property with assurances that State would fund all 

required monitoring, reports and corrective actions. 

 

1997 Iowa Underground Storage Tank Board approves funding for the monitoring and 

clean up of the site. 

 

Mar. 1997 Station’s underground storage tanks, gas pumps and product lines removed. 

 

Apr. 1997 thru Jan. 2000 – Evaluation of the site through the Tier 2 Risk Based Corrective Action 

(RBCA) process.  The site was assigned a high risk classification and site specific 

target levels based on concentrations of contaminants and the type and proximity of 

sensitive receptors.  Receptors in this case include: non-drinking water well; protected 

groundwater source, and any enclosed spaces (sanitary sewers). 

 

 The site is still Classified High Risk. 

 

1998  On-site well abandoned and plugged. 

 

2000 thru 2006 - Corrective Action Design Report prepared as a result of the conclusions from the 

Tier 2 process.  Report recommends over-excavation of site. 

 

Sep. 2004 Iowa Underground Storage Tank (IUST) Fund approves budget for over-excavation 

(OE) of contaminated soils completed at the site as corrective action.  Approximately 

4500 cubic yards (6700 tons) of contaminated soils excavated and disposed of at 

Scott County Landfill.  Excavation completed to a depth of 15 feet in places.  

Excavation leaves some contaminated soil in place that exceeds site specific target 

levels. 

 

  Following over-excavation site remains classified High Risk. 
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Aug. 2006 Teleconference held with Scott County, IDNR, IUST Fund, and Seneca 

Environmental Services to determine best approach to address remaining high risk 

conditions.  Conference resulted in agreement to attempt to remediate site to target 

level of 2.32 ppm for soil vapor to sanitary sewer concerns.  The possible remediation 

of the site to a target level of 0.57 ppm is determined to be problematic due to off site 

access and size of plume.  

 

Nov. 2006 Seventeen direct push borings completed to further delineate extents of 2.32 ppm & 

0.57 ppm plumes.  Borings determine area of plumes to be shrinking.  IDNR requires 

continued groundwater monitoring until receptor pathways classified as No Further 

Action Required. 

 

July 2007 Further over-excavation of the site completed with funding approved by the State 

Underground Storage Tank Board. 

 

Feb. 2009 State approves contract for additional site monitoring and preparation of site 

monitoring report requesting reclassification of the site. 

 

April 2009 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as High Risk with 

no change recommended. 

 

August 2010 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca with recommendation to reclassify the 

site Low Risk. 

 

Nov. 2011 Elaine Douskey, UST Section with Iowa DNR approves reclassification of the site to 

Low Risk.  Annual Site Monitoring Report still required. 

 

April 2012 2011 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

Jan. 2013 2012 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

March 2014 2013 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

Feb. 2015 2014 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

Jan. 2016 2015 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

July 2016 Seneca submits letter with Report on Plume Assessment.  Recommends changes in 

future assessment proceeds and Site Monitoring Reports.  
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Dec. 2016 2016 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

Jan. 2018 2017 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

Nov. 2018 2018 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

with no change recommended. 

 

Feb. 2020 2019 Site Monitoring Report submitted by Seneca.  Site still identified as Low Risk 

but Seneca recommends deed restrictions on County property and all surrounding 

affected property.  Seneca indicates that all the adjacent property owners have agreed 

to place the recommended covenants on their property. 

 

July 2020 Seneca prepares Environmental covenants to be filed against the North Pine Service 

and neighboring properties to prohibit the installation of water wells. 

 

Currently 

 

Final deposition of the site could be made with the site currently classified low risk but the 

requirement to prepare annual Monitoring Reports would stay in place.  The Iowa UST funding 

could be transferred to the new owner to pay those monitoring costs.  However Planning Staff 

believes waiting for reclassification to No Further Action Required is the better alternative to dispose 

of the site.  The building on the property remains in a very deteriorated condition.  Any demolition 

costs for the building would be at Scott County’s expense, not reimbursable from the Iowa UST 

Fund and is not being considered.  When the site is classified as No Further Action Required it can 

be sold at public Tax Deed Auction by Scott County.  Under current COVID-19 restrictions staff 

would recommend that the sale be conducted by submission of sealed bid. 

 

Remedial costs are 100% funded through the Iowa Underground Storage Tank Fund with a 

maximum allowable total expenditure for this site of $1,000,000.00. 

 

To date $410,442.99 has been spent, which includes the costs of the annual Site Monitoring Reports 

which has totaled $57,740.77. 

 

Prepared by: 

Scott County Planning and Development 

July 10, 2020 



  THE COUNTY AUDITOR'S SIGNATURE CERTIFIES THAT  
  THIS RESOLUTION HAS BEEN FORMALLY APPROVED BY  
  THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ON                                . 
                                                                                   DATE 
 
  ______________________________________ 
  SCOTT COUNTY AUDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 RESOLUTION 

 SCOTT COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 July 23, 2020 

APPROVAL OF AUTHORIZATION FOR BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN ENVIRONMENTAL 

COVENANTS ON COUNTY OWNED TAX DEED PROPERTY KNOWN AS NORTH PINE 

SERVICE 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Scott County Board of Supervisors as follows: 

 

Section 1. The County holds the tax deed for the property known as North Pine Service and 

located at 6630 Northwest Boulevard. 

 

Section 2. North Pine Service, is classified as a low risk site by the Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources and the County has administered a remedial clean up and monitoring of 

the site funded through the Iowa Underground Storage Tank Board. 

 

Section 3. The requested environmental covenants have been determined to be necessary and 

prudent by the County’s Certified Groundwater Specialists and approved by the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources. 

 

Section 4. The environmental covenants are hereby approved, as submitted, and the Chairman 

is authorized to sign the easement documents. 

 

Section 5. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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