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To: Mahesh Sharma, County Administrator 

From: Chris Mathias, Planning Director 

Date: March 21, 2022 

Re: County review and public hearing on the Construction Permit Application of 
Sievers Family Farms, LLC in the S½NE¼ of Section 32, T80N, R1E (Liberty 
Township), which has submitted an application to the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) for a construction permit for the expansion of an existing 
confined animal feeding operation, also known as Glenora Feed Yard at 26618 20P

th
P 

Avenue in unincorporated Scott County. 

Scott County's adoption of the Master Matrix allows the County to review applications for State 
construction permits for confined animal feeding operations. The Master Matrix rewards points 
for additional separation distances above the State required minimums. Points are also rewarded 
based upon the design and operation of the site, such as the development of an emergency action 
plan, responsible manure application, among others. Points are awarded in the three categories of 
air, water, and community. A minimum score is required for each of these categories, with a total 
minimum score of 440 points required to pass the Matrix.  

The IDNR notified Scott County it had received the application on March 18P

th
P, 2022. Scott 

County has 30 days from the date the IDNR notifies the County that it has received the 
application to submit comments and a recommendation on that application. Notice of the receipt 
of this application, as well as notice of a public hearing to be held on the application at the March 
31P

st
P Board meeting, were published in two area newspapers (North Scott Press, Quad City 

Times) as required by the IDNR.   A public hearing is not required by the IDNR rules, but the 
Board of Supervisors has the option to hold such hearings.  The Board has held a public hearing 
on all such applications. 

Glenora Feed Yard is an existing operation that was approved for 4,888 head of cattle in four 
confinement barns along with an anaerobic digester and two earthen storage basins. 
Approximately half the site was built with two of the four confinement barns and one of the two 
earthen basins constructed.  At this time, the applicant would like to build another anaerobic 
digester consisting of a covered earthen basin with an HDPE liner and cover along with all the 
associated manure pumps and pipelines.  There are no other changes proposed to the site.  The 
site is not reapplying for the construction of the two additional confinement barns and therefore 
is reducing its permitted number of head down to 2,444 head of finishing cattle. 
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In reviewing the submitted application, this expansion meets the minimum required points to 
pass the Matrix.  Glenora Feed Yard took 455 total points, 15 more than the required minimum 
of 440 points. The application meets the minimum scores for each of the three categories of air, 
water, and community.  
 
There are no businesses, churches, schools, no ag drainage wells, no surface intakes for ag 
drainage wells, and no designated wetlands within one mile of the site.  The closest residence to 
the site is 1,909’ away and the distance to the right of way is 1,751’.  
 
Staff has not, as of yet, received any calls or emails regarding this request.  Staff will include any 
written comments and a summary of any verbal comments received at the public hearing with 
the Board’s recommendation to the IDNR.  In addition to publishing public notice, staff has also 
mailed notice of the public hearing to property owners within 500 feet of the property.   
 
Planning Staff will accompany the Health Dept. inspector to inspect the site and will report on 
that inspection and provide a recommendation at the Committee of the Whole meeting on 
Tuesday April 12th.   
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD BY THE SCOTT COUNTY BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS FOR THE REVIEW OF AN APPLICATION FOR A STATE 
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING CONFINED 

ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATION 
 
Public Notice is hereby given that the Scott County Board of Supervisors will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, March 31, 2022, in the Board Room in the Scott County Administrative 
Center, 600 West 4P

th
P Street, Davenport, Iowa, during their regular meeting which starts promptly 

at 5:00 P.M. 
 
The Scott County Board of Supervisors will review and hear public comments on the State of 
Iowa Construction Permit application of Sievers Family Farms LLC. in the S ½ of NE ¼ of 
Section 32, T80N, R1E (Liberty Township) for the expansion of an existing 13Tconfined13T animal 
feeding operation.  The addresses of the subject property is 26618 20th Avenue, Stockton, Iowa 
52769.  
 
The existing confined animal feeding operation has an Animal Unit Capacity (AUC) of 2,444. 
The proposed expansion would not impact the capacity, but since the capacity is over 1,667 
AUC, a master matrix evaluation is required.  The expansion would include the construction of a 
covered earthen plug-flow digester, which will be constructed with a clay liner, then four (4) 
inches of insulation, and then an HDPE liner over the insulation in order to capture the methane 
gas. 
 
A copy of the application is on file with the Scott County Planning and Development 
Department and is available for review prior to the hearing during normal working hours 8:00 
AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday.  If you have questions or want further information 
please call or write the Planning and Development Department, Administrative Center, 600 West 
Fourth Street, Davenport, Iowa 52801, 563-326-8643, or attend the hearing. 
 
Written, faxed or emailed comments for the Board of Supervisors may be delivered or sent to the 
Scott County Planning and Development Department in advance of the public hearing.  All 
comments will be forwarded to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  The fax number for 
Scott County Planning and Development is 563-326-8257 and the email address is 
27TUplanning@scottcountyiowa.comU27T 
 

Chris Mathias 
Director 
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PUBLIC NOTICE TO ALLOW FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT ON AN 

APPLICATION FOR A STATE CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 
FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING  

ANIMAL CONFINEMENT FEEDING OPERATION 
 
The Scott County Board of Supervisors has on file an application for a State of Iowa construction permit 
that has been submitted to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources for the expansion of an existing 
animal (cattle) confinement feeding operation in Scott County. 
  
Name of Applicant:  Sievers Family Farms LLC, applicant 
    Glenora Feed Yard, LLC 
 
Address   26618 20P

th
P Avenue 

    Stockton, Iowa 52769 
 
Location of operation   S ½ of NE ¼ of Section 32, T80N, R1E (Liberty Township)  
 
Description of application The existing confined animal feeding operation has an Animal Unit 

Capacity (AUC) of 2,444. The proposed expansion would not impact the 
capacity, but since the capacity is over 1,667 AUC, a master matrix 
evaluation is required.  The expansion would include the construction of 
a covered earthen plug-flow digester, which will be constructed with a 
clay liner, then four (4) inches of insulation, and then an HDPE liner 
over the insulation in order to capture the methane gas 

 
Examination: The application for a State Construction Permit and associated manure 

management plan is on file with the Scott County Planning and 
Development Department located at 600 West 4P

th
P Street, Davenport, 

Iowa and is available for review by the public during normal working 
hours 8 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday. 

 
Comments: Written, faxed or emailed comments for the Board of Supervisors may be 

delivered or sent to the Scott County Planning and Development 
Department until Thursday, March 31, 2022 at 4:00 PM.  All comments 
will be forwarded to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  The fax 
number for Planning and Development is 563-326-8257 and the email 
address is 26TUplanning@scottcountyiowa.comU26T 

 
Additional Information: Chris Mathias, Planning and Development Director 
 600 West 4P

th
P Street 

 Davenport, Iowa 52801 
 563-326-8643 
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Disclaimer:  Scott County provides GIS data to the public as an ongoing committment to provide quality service.  Scott County provides this data for use "as is".  The GIS data is not a 
substitute for legal survey, property boundary description, conveyance, or determination of legal title. If survey or deed information is needed, please contact the Scott County Recorder 
or Auditor's Offices.  Information is believed to be accurate, complete and up to date but cannot be guaranteed.  The user of this information assumes all risk associated with its use.
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Scott County Scoring of Master Matrix for Sievers Family 

Farms LLC, 2022 Expansion 
 
The Master Matrix has 44 possible scoring criteria: 
The first 25 are listed under Proposed Site Characteristics, 
The remaining 19 are listed under Proposed Site Operation and Manure Management Practices.   
 
Applicants can choose amongst the various criteria in order to score points.  Each criterion has a total 
point value which is then divided and weighted between any of the three subcategories of Air, Water, 
and Community.  
 
The County can review each criterion upon which the applicant has scored and concur or not concur that 
the points are accurately taken.  The County only reviews the criteria the applicant has used to score 
points, other criterion for which points are not taken are not evaluated, even though the application may 
meet that criterion.  The selection of scoring criteria is the applicant’s option.  Evaluating that scoring is 
the County’s option by adopting the Master Matrix.  
 
 
Proposed Site Characteristics 
 
  Scoring Criteria Total Score Air Water Community 
 
#2 Additional separation distance to the closest   30 12.00  0.00 18.00 
 Public use area (greater than 1,500 feet)   
 
#3 Additional separation distance from closest school,   30 12.00  0.00 18.00 
 church or business 
 (greater than 1,500 feet)   
 
#4 Additional separation distance, above 500 foot   15  0.00 15.00  0.00   
 minimum, to closest water source 
 (751 - 1,000 feet)   
 
#5 Separation distance of 300 feet or more from the  30  9.00  0.00 21.00  
 Proposed confinement structure to the nearest 
 Thoroughfare (300 feet or greater)  
 
#6  Additional separation distance, above minimum  10  4.00  0.00  6.00 
 Of 1,875 feet, from confinement to the closest 
 critical public area (500 feet or greater)   
 
#8 Additional separation distance over the minimum 
 1,000 feet from drainage well, known sink hole or major  50  5.00 25.00 20.00 
 water source (greater than 2,500 feet)    
    
#10 Separation distance from closest high quality waters  30  0.00 22.50   7.50 
 or protected water area (2x the minimum separation distance 

of 500 feet)   
 
 



 Scoring Criteria Total Score Air Water Community 
 
#12 Liquid manure storage structures are covered   30 27.00  0.00  3.00 
 
#16 Enhancement, above minimum requirements, of  30   9.00  18.00  3.00 

 structures used in stockpiling and composting activities,  
 such as an impermeable pad and a roof or cover 

 
#17 Proposed Manure Storage Structure is Formed 30   0.00 27.00  3.00  

#19 Truck Turnaround 20   0.00   0.00 20.00 

#20 No history of Administrative Orders in last five years 30   0.00   0.00 30.00 

#22 Homestead Tax Exemption 25   0.00   0.00 25.00 

#23 Family Farm Tax Credit 25   0.00   0.00 25.00 

#25 Construction permit application includes livestock feeding 25   0.00 12.50 12.50 
 and watering systems that significantly reduce manure volume  
 

Proposed Site Operation and Manure Management Practices 

  Scoring Criteria Total Score Air Water Community 
 
#26 Injection or incorporation of manure on the same date 30 12.00 12.00   6.00 
 it is land applied  
 
#32 Additional Separation distance of 200 feet for land    5   2.00   0.00   3.00 
  application of manure to closest school, church,    
  or business 
 
#35 Additional separation distance of 400 feet above minimum   10   0.00   7.50   2.50 
  requirements for the land application of manure to closest 
  high quality waters or protected water area 
 
#40 Construction permit application contains an emergency     5   0.00   2.50   2.50 
  action plan 
 
 
 
Total Scoring by Grandview Farms  460 92.00   142.00  226.00 
 
Total Scoring by Scott County  460 92.00   142.00  226.00 
 
Minimum Score required to Pass Master Matrix  440 53.38   67.75  101.13  



PIN * PropertyAdDeedHold DeedAddr1 DeedAddr3 DeedZip MailName MailAddr1 MailAddr3 MailZip
13317001 <Null> VAN DEN BERGHE TRUST FBO STEVEN EUGENE VAN DEN BER 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 VAN DEN BERGHE TRUST FBO STEVEN EUGENE VAN DEN BER 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13301003 26789 20T  VAN DEN BERGHE STEVEN E 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 VAN DEN BERGHE STEVEN E 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13205001 <Null> KRUSE GERALD D 2193 290TH ST NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765 KRUSE GERALD D 2193 290TH ST NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765
13207001 <Null> SIEVERS BRYAN J 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 SIEVERS BRYAN J 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13203001 <Null> URMIE STEVEN 26761 10TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 URMIE STEVEN 26761 10TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13219001 <Null> URMIE STEVEN 26761 10TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 URMIE STEVEN 26761 10TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13223004 26618 20T  SIEVERS BRYAN J 27135 1ST AVE NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765 SIEVERS BRYAN J 27135 1ST AVE NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765
13239001 <Null> LIBERTY LAND ENTERPRISES LLC 26618 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 LIBERTY LAND ENTERPRISES LLC 26618 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13237001 <Null> LIBERTY LAND ENTERPRISES LLC 26618 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 LIBERTY LAND ENTERPRISES LLC 26618 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13235001 <Null> MARILYN STEFFEN LIVING TRUST 1750 STONE GATE CIR DAVENPORT, IA 52807 52807 MARILYN STEFFEN LIVING TRUST 1750 STONE GATE CIR DAVENPORT, IA 52807 52807
12951001 <Null> AUGUST MICHAEL L 1535 NEW LIBERTY RD NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765 AUGUST MICHAEL L 1535 NEW LIBERTY RD NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765
12953001 <Null> AUGUST MICHAEL L 1535 NEW LIBERTY RD NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765 AUGUST MICHAEL L 1535 NEW LIBERTY RD NEW LIBERTY, IA 52765 52765
12955004 <Null> KELTING JERRY H 13126 275TH ST DONAHUE, IA 52746 52746 KELTING JERRY H 13126 275TH ST DONAHUE, IA 52746 52746
13333002 <Null> VAN DEN BERGHE TRUST FBO STEVEN EUGENE VAN DEN BER 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 VAN DEN BERGHE TRUST FBO STEVEN EUGENE VAN DEN BER 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13221002 <Null> SIEVERS BRYAN J 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 SIEVERS BRYAN J 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13223006 <Null> SIEVERS BRYAN J 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 SIEVERS BRYAN J 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13223007 <Null> GLENORA FEED YARD LLC 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 GLENORA FEED YARD LLC 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13221003 <Null> SIEVERS FAMILY FARMS LLC 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 SIEVERS FAMILY FARMS LLC 26618 20TH AVE STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769
13333004 <Null> VAN DEN BERGHE TRUST FBO STEVEN EUGENE VAN DEN BER 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769 VAN DEN BERGHE TRUST FBO STEVEN EUGENE VAN DEN BER 26789 20TH AV STOCKTON, IA 52769 52769



















































































































































































































  THE COUNTY AUDITOR'S SIGNATURE CERTIFIES THAT  
  THIS RESOLUTION HAS BEEN FORMALLY APPROVED BY  
  THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ON                                . 
                                                                                   DATE 
 
  ______________________________________ 
  SCOTT COUNTY AUDITOR 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 
SCOTT COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

April 14, 2022 
ADOPTING A RECOMMENDATION TO THE IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES TO APPROVE THE CONSTRUCTION PERMIT APPLICATION OF 

SIEVERS FAMILY FARMS LLC FOR THE EXPANSION OF AN EXISTING CONFINED 

ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATION IN SECTION 32 OF LIBERTY TOWNSHIP 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Scott County Board of Supervisors as follows: 
 

Section 1. Sievers Family Farms LLC in the S ½ of NE ¼ of Section 32, T80N, R1E (Liberty 
Township) has submitted an application to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) for a construction permit for the expansion of an existing confined animal feeding 
operation at 26618 20P

th
P Avenue in unincorporated Scott County.   

 
Section 2. The Scott County Health Department and the Scott County Planning and 

Development Department have reviewed the construction permit application and the manure 
management plan and determined that both appear to be in compliance with the requirements 
of the Master Matrix, Iowa Code Section 459 and Iowa DNR rules. 

 
Section 3. The Scott County Board of Supervisors has determined that there are not any 

additional objects or locations not included in the application that are within the required 
separation distances, the soils and hydrology of the site appear to be suitable for the proposed 
expansion, and the applicant has adequate land for the application of manure originating from 
this confinement feeding operation available. 

 
Section 4. The Scott County Board of Supervisors published public notice of the receipt of said 

application, accepted written and electronic comments on the application and held a public 
hearing on March 31, 2022 during its regularly scheduled meeting to receive public 
comments on the application. 

 
Section 5. The Scott County Board of Supervisors will submit to the Iowa DNR the written 

reports it received from the Scott County Planning and Development and Health Departments 
on which its determination is based, and the documentation of publication of the required 
public notices.  The Board will also submit all the written or electronic comments from the 
general public it received on this application. 

 
Section 6. The Scott County Board of Supervisors would recommend that the construction 

permit application of Sievers Family Farms LLC be approved based on its compliance with 
the requirements of the Master Matrix, Iowa DNR rules and Iowa Code regulations for such 
applications. 

 
Section 7. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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