
By: Director, Dave Murcia 

 

Wapsi River Environmental News 
SUMMER 2022 

                                   www.facebook.com/scottcountyconservation  

 

The Wapsi River Center is owned, managed and operated by the Scott County Conservation Board 

Scott County Conservation Boardôs Environmental Education Newsletter 

www.scottcountyiowa.com/conservation/wapsi  

 

Liberties (in Nature) 
We Prizeé 
Our human journey is 
ever evolving especially 
in todayôs environment. 
We have liberties to 
reconnect with nature in 
multiple ways, in support 
of our own health, but 
also in support of nature. 
As our communities are 
stressed and challenged, 
we continue to see 
challenges in mind, 
body, spirit, and nature! 

This spring alone our staff 
has had the honor of  
rescuing not only a mature 
bald eagle (photo above), 
but an immature bald eagle 
(photo below) as well! Both 
symbolic birds had high 
levels of lead. the mature 
also had an injury, and the 
immature was starving. 
After care each bird was 
released successfully. We 
prize our partners in 
nature! 
Immature Bald Eagle Rescue, Belmont Road 

THANK YOU to The R.A.R.E. Group in Iowa 
City that is our eastern Iowa raptor rehabilitation 
center. https://www.theraregroup.org/ 

 
Please consider visiting their website and supporting 
the mission in whatever way you feel. The following 
link is a video and story by Danny Whiskeyman of 
KWQC TV 6 of the latest release at Eagleôs 
Landing Park in Bettendorf (the very site where the 
eagle was rescued)!  https://
www.kwqc.com/2022/06/28/bald-eagle-makes-full-
flight-again-after-making-full-recovery/ 

 
In the NRPAôs July 2022 Park Pulse edition, ñBeing 
in nature has been proven to help the mind and 
body. Local parks and recreation provide the 
opportunity for such benefits. Six in seven U.S. 
adults agree it is helpful that they and their families 
have access to the outdoors and nature during 
stressful times. Whether it is sitting on a park bench 
over a lunch break or hiking through a forest, take 
an opportunity to slow down and reap the benefits of 
being outdoors.ò 

¶ 86% of U.S. adults think it is helpful that they 
and their families have access to the outdoors and 
nature during stressful times, including more than 3 
in 5 who find this very or extremely helpful. 

¶ The vast majority of Gen Z (79%), Millennials 
(85%), Gen X (87%) and Boomers (89%) find it 
helpful to have access to the outdoors during 
stressful times. 

¶ Both parents (88%) and non-parents (85%) feel 

Bald Eagle Rescue,  
Eagleôs Landing Park 
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that having access to the outdoor is a helpful way to 
deal with stress, including more than 3 in 5 (65% and 
61%, respectively) who find it very or extremely 
helpful.    

 

Get outside, visit our natural areas, learn to wild forage 
or grow food, learn to fish or raise chickens, build a 
rain barrel, but most of all, keep yourself grounded! 
Take time for yourself to explore source, through 
meaningful discovery, for truth in our natural world. 
Only then may we maintain our rights to a healthy, 
innate inheritance of self, family, and community. Take 
the Wapsi challenge and sign up for an experience!  

  

Falcon Nest Success! 
The American Kestrel (Falco spaverius) is the smallest 
of Iowaôs native falcons, the most common, yet itôs 
population is declining! These beautiful raptors are 
secondary cavity dwellers (do not make their own 
cavity nests), share adult rearing duties, and eat insects, 
small mammals, and even small reptiles. Despite 
abundance of food in the area, one link to decline 
includes humans! Scientists are researching their 
population decline and suspect the bio-magnification of 
chemicals being used in and around habitats, is a cause.  

 

The Wapsi River Center of Scott County is proud to 
announce an 
American 
Kestrel nest has 
produced 
offspring this 
2022 season. The 
successful nest 
box was surveyed 
along with two 
others by 
Naturalist Becky 
and Caretaker 
Christine this past 
month and was 
verified by the photo 
seen here. This true conservation story involves a nest 

box that was an Eagle Scout 
project for Henry Rieck of 
local Troop 203 of Long 
Grove! Good work and 
thank you Henry and Troop 
203! More American 
Kestrel information can be 
found at: https://
kestrel.peregrinefund.org/
home  
 

 

Volunteer of the Year Susan McPeters 

Annual Friends Meeting 
Our annual meeting recognized outstanding skills, 
knowledge, and abilities that members brought to the 
Center and the wide variety of programs they support.  
 

A total of 614.5 hours were volunteered this year, 
including  544.5 hours by the Friends of the Wapsi 
Center at a value of $18,404.28 of support! Current 
membership includes 39 members with seven new 
members this year! The following members were 
recognized:  Susan McPeters as Volunteer of the Year, 
Lucia Dryanski for most support of programs and 
projects, and Julie Ross for most meetings supported. 
On behalf of the Wapsi River Center Director and staff, 
the Scott County Conservation Board, and Scott 
County, we are grateful and appreciate your continued 
support! Go Team Wapsi!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most Programs Supported, Lucia Dryanski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Most Meetings Attended, Julie Ross 

 American Kestrel Offspring 

Henry Rieck of Troop 203 and Kestrel nest box 
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